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for the eye. This I conceived would answer my purpose,
a^d I prevailed on the gardener not only to let me have the
use" of it, but to make me a double feathered paddle to
work it with, which, when ready I began my manoeuvres,
taking special care until I became used to my ticklish
vessel, not to venture into deep water. This canoe was
just my own length, only fifteen inches wide, and of so
tottering a nature that bending my body to the right or to
the left would endanger the upsetting it. During my practice
I got many a ducking, but in a few weeks I became so
expert in the management of it that I with confidence
ventured into deep water. Both ends were exactly of the
same form, so that I could go either way without turning;
it had no seat, I therefore placed myself as nearly in the
centre as I could, and working the feathers of the paddle
alternately, went on at a quick rate. Having thus accom-
plished the perfect management of my little vessel, the
next object I had in view was unexpectedly to exhibit
myself in it, and thereby dreadfully to alarm my fond
mother for the safety of her darling boy, to effect which
cruel and ungrateful purpose, I fixed upon a day when
company were to dine at our house, who being assembled
and walking upon the lawn previous to dinner, I embarked
at Lord Radnor's and going round an Island suddenly
made my appearance in the middle of the Thames, opposite
my father's, to the infinite terror and alarm of my dear
mother, but even this did not satisfy me, for laying myself
flat along in the canoe, the whole party concluded the
bottom had given way and that I was gone, never more to
appear. A loud and general scream ensued from the party ;
servants were dispatched in all directions to procure
assistance; our own boat, Mr. Hindley's, Sir William
Stanhope's, Mr. Hudson's, and two fishermen's punts were
in a few minutes all in motion, pulling away to endeavour
to recover my little carcase. When I heard their oars near
my canoe, to the utter astonishment of those on board
them, up I rose on my breech. My father was excessively
angry at this prank, but my mother's joy was so great at